NINETEENTH CONGRESS

CONGRESS OF THE PHILIPPINES }
First Regular Session

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

H. No. 6557

BY REPRESENTATIVES GATCHALIAN, BENITEZ, FRASCO, VILLAFUERTE (L.R.), VILLAFUERTE (M.L),
HORIBATA, ENCISO, ARENAS, SORIANO, YAP (ERIC), DUTERTE, YAP (EDVIC), TULFO (J.),
TULFO (R.W.), ATAYDE, REVILLA (R.J.), PRIMICIAS-AGABAS, BARONDA, PLAZA, BASCUG, YAP (C.T.),
TaAN (K.M.), ZuBIRl, COo (A.N., GARciA (M.A.), SINGSON-MEEHAN, KHO (0O.), KHO (R.),
ROMUALDEZ (Y.M.), ACIDRE, DALOG, PIMENTEL, REYES, PALMA, DELOS SANTOS, ADVINCULA,
LEGARDA, PADUANO, ORTEGA, PANOTES, RODRIGUEZ (R.), ABALOS, RECTO, ARROGANCIA, ROQUE,
ESCUDERO, DE VENECIA, OLIVAREZ, ACOP, MALAPITAN, BOLILIA, DEFENSOR, ONGCHUAN,
TAMBUNTING, CHUNGALAO, TEVES (J.), PENA, YAP (C.), BALINDONG, BERNOS, NISAY, MORDEN,
MASTURA, BULUT-BEGTANG, GARCIA (D.), DOMINGO, PANALIGAN, MANGAOANG, BORDADO,
CRrUZ (R.), FRESNEDI, GO (M.), MANIQUIZ, PLEYTO, SOLON, ASISTIO, RODRIGUEZ (E.), VILLA, NOEL,
LARA, OLASO, ALVAREZ (M.), CORVERA, ORDANES, CAJAYON-UY, GUINTU, TARRIELA, CO (E.),
QUIMBO, ALVAREZ, (J.), BAUTISTA-LIM, BONGALON, CABREDO, CAMPOS, CARI, CELESTE,
CUARESMA, ESPINA, GO (E.C.), GONZAGA, HARESCO, LOYOLA, NAVA, SINGSON (R.V.), TIANGCO,
UMALI, VIOLAGO, ZAMORA (M.C.), ADIONG, BosITA, CHATTO, CO-PILAR, CRUZ (A.), FORTES,
GARDIOLA, GUTIERREZ, HERNANDEZ, LAGMAN, LAGON (D.), LAZATIN, LUISTRO, MACEDA, MATIBAG,
OUANO-DIZON, PANCHO, TAN (J.), TANCHAY, VARGAS, VERGARA, VERZOSA, AUMENTADO, SALCEDA,
SUANSING (M.A.), BRIONES, TY, FLORES, CASTRO (F.), DAGOOC, MAGSINO, CUA, CALDERON,
SUANSING (H.), PUMAREN, ROMUALDO, MARIANO-HERNANDEZ, SINGSON (R.), DEL MAR,
GOMEZ, YU (D.G.), RIVERA, MERCADO-REVILLA, CAGAS, TUTOR, ROBES, ABANTE, REVILLA (B.),
ESTRELLA, PADIERNOS, SALO, TAMAYO, MATUGAS, ROMUALDEZ (F.M.) AND DALIPE, PER
COMMITTEE REPORT NoO. 219

AN ACT
PROVIDING FOR THE MAGNA CARTA OF BARANGAY HEALTH WORKERS

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Philippines in Congress assembled:

1 SECTION 1. Short Title. - This Act shall be known as the "Magna Carta of Barangay
2 Health Workers".
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SEC. 2. Declaration of Policy. - 1t is hereby declared the policy of the State to protect
and promote the right to health of people and adopt an integrated and comprehensive approach to
health development, and pursuant thereto, it shall endeavor to make essential goods, healthcare
and other social services available to all the people. In line with the country’s commitment to
accomplish health indicator targets under United Nations sustainable development goals, the
State shall adopt policies that promote the welfare and well-being of barangay health workers
who are the forefront of the delivery of health care at the grassroots level, and effectively harness
their potential as partners in development.

SEC. 3. Definition. — As used in this Act, the term “barangay health worker” refers to a
person who has undergone training under any accredited government or non-government
organization (NGO), and who voluntarily renders primary healthcare services in the community
after having been accredited to function as such by the local health board.

SEC. 4. Coverage. — This Act shall apply to all barangay health workers (BHWs) as
defined under Section 3 of this Act: Provided, That all incentives and benefits granted under this
Act shall extend only to duly accredited BHWSs, who have undergone at least two (2) years of
training: Provided, however, That duly registered barangay health workers shall be entitled to a
monthly honoraria and hazard allowance as provided in Sec. 9 herein: Provided, further, That
when the BHW receives a fixed salary under a permanent appointment in any government office,
by election to another public office or by employment in the private sector, coverage under this
Act shall automatically cease and the BHW shall be covered under applicable laws.

SEC. 5. Registration. — All BHWs shall be registered with the local health board in the city
or municipality in which they render service. Registered BHWs shall be given appropriate proof
of said registration.

The municipal and city health offices shall regularly update and maintain the BHW
Registry with the assistance of the BHW Federation. The BHW Registry shall be subject to the
approval of the municipal or city health board. The local health offices shall submit a copy of the
updated and duly approved registry to the Provincial Health Office for consolidation and
validation with the assistance of the Provincial BHW Federation, which shall also be subject to
the approval of the Provincial Health Board. The Provincial BHW Registry shall be posted in the
municipal or city bulletin board and barangay health centers.

The Provincial BHW Registry shall be submitted on or before April 30 of every year to the
Department of Health (DOH) at the regional and national levels for consolidation. The DOH is
hereby mandated to maintain a national registry of BHWs.
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